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Ottawa to unveil $30-billion aid package 


Measures expected to include immediate financial assistance to workers who lose jobs; big banks to offer mortgage relief 
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MARK RENDELL TORONTO 


The federal government will un- 
veil nearly $30-billion of emer- 
gency financial aid on Wednesday 
to help struggling Canadians and 
businesses cope with the eco- 
nomic fallout from the new coro- 
navirus crisis, sources say. 

Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 


and Finance Minister Bill Mor- 
neau will announce immediate fi- 
nancial assistance to Canadians 
who have been left without a job 
because of business closings, in- 
cluding self-employed and part- 
time workers unable to collect 
regular employment-insurance 
benefits, according to the sourc- 
es. 

In addition, late Tuesday, Cana- 
da’s six largest banks announced 
that hard-hit customers will be al- 
lowed to defer mortgage pay- 


ments by up to six months, as 
part of a co-ordinated relief effort 
by the banking sector. 

The Department of Finance 
had asked the banks to commit to 
up to six months of breathing 
room on mortgages, according to 
financial industry sources. Otta- 
wa also advised that it was impor- 
tant for the banks to collectively 
announce the measures, which 
include relief for other unsecured 
credit products. Conversations 
between Ottawa and the highest 


levels of Bay Street have intensi- 
fied over the past week, as the 
Bank of Canada, federal govern- 
ment and banking regulators 
moved to shore up the financial 
system. 

In a joint statement Tuesday 
evening, all of the Big Six banks 
said they would provide “flexible 
solutions,” on a case-by-case ba- 
sis, for people facing pay loss, ad- 
ditional child-care burdens or ill- 
ness due to COVID-19. 

The federal stimulus package 


will include quick financial relief, 
but part of the almost $30-billion 
will be set aside to boost the econ- 
omy toward the end of the crisis, 
the sources say. Further mea- 
sures, they say, are also planned 
to target hard-hit sectors of the 
economy in the coming weeks. 

The Globe and Mail is keeping 
the names of the sources confi- 
dential because they were not al- 
lowed to speak publicly about the 
stimulus measures. 
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OPINION 


Country needs 
one voice, 
one message 


We need a unified approach 
to battle this pandemic, 
André Picard writes = a7 


Health-care workers speak with drivers 
at a COVID-19 assessment centre 

in London, Ont., on Tuesday. 
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From Ukraine to Ecuador, stranded Canadians 


struggle to find a way back home 
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The spread of the coronavirus has strand- 
ed Canadian travellers as the combination 
of sudden border closings, cancelled 
flights and shrinking airline networks 
erase options for getting home. 

From Ukraine to Ecuador to the swells 
of the Pacific Ocean, Canadians are adrift 
and searching by air, land and sea for a way 
to return. 

For 17 members of a Toronto judo team, 
their trip to Ukraine spiralled from disap- 
pointment, when the competition was 
cancelled because of the spread of coro- 
navirus, to bewilderment, with the team of 
12- to 15-year-olds stuck in a faraway hotel. 

“The Canadian embassy told us we have 
to stay here until April 1. I don’t know. 
I don’t know,” said coach Vitaliy Polyan- 
sky. 

“We have no information about what 
we should do, or how long we should 


wait.” 

Toronto resident Lauren Ianni and her 
American boyfriend Jester Weah are stuck 
in Cusco, Peru. She said they are scared 
and hungry. 

They had travelled to the country last 
Thursday, after double-checking with their 
tour company that they were safe to go. On 
Sunday, the company announced mid-bus 
trip that the tour was over. 

That evening, Peru’s President Martin 
Vizcarra said the country was closing its 
borders. 

Not only are no flights taking off from 
Cusco, she said, most shops are closed. Ms. 
Ianni and her boyfriend found a market 
where they bought chips and candy. A po- 
lice officer told them they should only 
leave their hotel one at a time, she said. 

Their hotel had provided them with a 
small meal Monday, she said, but could 
not sustain feeding all the trapped tour- 
ists. She has been unable to reach the Can- 
adian embassy. 

“I would like to go home,” Ms. Ianni 
said. “We’re scared, for sure.” 


Speaking from his residence in Ottawa 
on Tuesday, Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 
said the government is working with air- 
lines and looking at “every possible way” 
to bring Canadians home. 

“This is something that all Canadians 
are expecting of their government and 
we're going to be doing it,” Mr. Trudeau 
said. 

But, he added, “there are three million 
Canadians at any given moment around 
the world living and working. I think it is 
just realistic to know that there are some 
of them who will not be coming home in 
the coming weeks.” 

Canadians who are stranded abroad can 
apply for an emergency loan from Global 
Affairs Canada of up to $5,000 for essential 
needs. 

Jessica Acs, stuck in Vilcabamba, Ecua- 
dor, is frustrated that Mr. Trudeau framed 
travellers’ issues as solely a matter of cost. 
“There are no flights,” she said. “This is not 
just a financial thing, this is a logistics 
thing.” 
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TALKS 


Canada, U.S. to shut border to 
non-essential travel = a3 


PROVINCES 
Mixed messaging confusing 
public, experts say m a7 


ONLINE 

The Globe and Mail has removed its pay- 
wall on coronavirus news stories. Visit 
globeandmail.com for the latest updates. 


PUBLIC SAFETY 


“SUCE 
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Could Emergencies Act help to protect Canadians? m a3 


Manufacturers 
asked to shift 
production 
into critical 
supplies 


PATRICK BRETHOUR 
JOE CASTALDO 


The federal government is in dis- 
cussions with Canadian manu- 
facturers on how they could step 
in to fill critical shortages of 
medical supplies needed to fight 
the coronavirus, including the 
possibility of switching over 
their production lines from 
goods such as auto parts. 

The issue came up on Tuesday 
during a regular morning confer- 
ence call between private-sector 
representatives and staff of the 
Department of Innovation, Sci- 
ence and Economic Develop- 
ment. Ottawa’s discussions fol- 
low similar moves elsewhere, in- 
cluding in France, where con- 
glomerate LVMH is producing 
hand sanitizer for hospitals on 
production lines that previously 
made Dior and Givenchy per- 
fumes. British Prime Minister Bo- 
ris Johnson has asked Ford, Hon- 
da, Rolls Royce and other manu- 
facturers to make ventilators and 
other health-care equipment. 

A key part of the fight against 
the coronavirus is to slow the 
rate of infections so that serious- 
ly ill patients do not overwhelm 
the capacity of the health-care 
system, including the number of 
available ventilators. Canada al- 
ready has shortages of personal 
protective equipment, such as 
face masks. 

The World Health Organiza- 
tion said on Monday that global 
production of protective equip- 
ment and test kits needs to “seri- 
ously scale up.” 
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